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The sponsors of this bill have legiti-
mate philosophies, and I understand
their philosophies. Their philosophies
are wrong.

They say government wants more of
your money and that you should decide
how to spend it. That’s not true.
They’ve spent the people’s money on
tax cuts for oil companies. We want to
invest in COPS for mneighborhoods.
They’ve spent it on no-bid contracts
for big companies. We want to spend it
on investigators for the FBI. They
spent it on protecting the profits of off-
shore companies. We want to invest it
in protecting the safety of our neigh-
borhoods.

That is why, Mr. Chairman, Repub-
licans and Democrats, were united on
this bill in the Appropriations Com-
mittee. Every Republican on the Ap-
propriations Committee joined Demo-
crats in passing this bill because it was
common sense, the right investments,
the right priorities. And that’s why
when this amendment is offered again
on the floor for a vote, it will follow
the same course and the same fate as
every similar amendment before it. It
will be defeated, not just by Demo-
crats, but by Democrats and Repub-
licans who understand that America
would rather have their neighborhoods
patrolled by more cops than have the
offshore profits of companies at P.O.
boxes in Bermuda protected by this
small group of Members.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The ques-
tion is on the amendment offered by
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. JORDAN).

The question was taken; and the Act-
ing Chairman announced that the noes
appeared to have it.

Mr. JORDAN of Ohio. Mr. Chairman,
I demand a recorded vote.

The Acting CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to
clause 6 of rule XVIII, further pro-
ceedings on the amendment offered by
the gentleman from Ohio will be post-
poned.

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The Com-
mittee will rise informally.

The Speaker pro tempore (Mr.
SERRANO) assumed the chair.
————
FURTHER MESSAGE FROM THE
SENATE

A further message from the Senate
by Ms. Curtis, as one of its clerks, an-
nounced that the Senate has passed
with an amendment in which the con-
currence of the House is requested, a
bill of the House of the following title:

H.R. 1538. An act to amend title 10, United
States Code, to improve the management of
medical care, personnel actions, and quality
of life issues for members of the Armed
Forces who are receiving medical care in an
outpatient status, and for other purposes.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Committee will resume its sitting.

———

COMMERCE, JUSTICE, SCIENCE,
AND RELATED AGENCIES APPRO-
PRIATIONS ACT, 2008

The Committee resumed its sitting.
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AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MR. PRICE OF
GEORGIA

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Chairman,
I offer an amendment.

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The Clerk
will designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Amendment offered by Mr. PRICE of Geor-
gia:

At the end of the bill (before the
short title), insert the following:

SEC. . Total appropriations made in
this Act (other than appropriations required
to be made by a provision of law) are hereby
reduced by $750,000,000.

The Acting CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to
the order of the House of today, the
gentleman from Georgia (Mr. PRICE)
and a Member opposed each will con-
trol 15 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Georgia.

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. I thank the
chairman, and I’'m pleased to come to
the floor today and offer this amend-
ment. And it’s a little different vein
and spirit than we’ve offered other ap-
propriate fiscally responsible amend-
ments for other appropriations bills,
but it’s similar. But I urge my col-
leagues to listen closely, because the
nuance has changed greatly.

Before I do begin, though, I want to
make certain that any Member listen-
ing, or anybody who has heard the pre-
vious discussion and the assertion that
the amendments that are offered by
this group of fiscally responsible indi-
viduals can’t even get a majority of our
own conference, that’s not true. But
there’s a lot of untruth spoken on this
floor. For a significant majority of the
Members of at least the Republican
side of the aisle clearly support fiscally
responsible amendments. I'm hoping
and praying for the day that our
friends on the other side join us in
that.

I do agree with my friends who spoke
previously that this is about priorities.
It is indeed about priorities. This
amendment before us today would re-
duce the increase in the spending in
this portion of the appropriations bills
by $750 million a year, or $7.5 billion
over 10 years. Mr. Chairman, I would
ask that you remember that number,
$7.5 billion over 10 years, because it’s
there for a reason.

But before I get into the specific rea-
sons of that, I want to talk a little bit
about the process and the disappoint-
ment that so many of us on this side of
the aisle have in this process, and so
the disappointment that many folks
who have to be muted on the other side
have in the process.

There were grand promises of biparti-
sanship as we began this session of
Congress earlier this year. And biparti-
sanship is the least that we have had
on virtually every single issue. And I
understand at the beginning the new
majority felt that they had to move
forward with many of their issues, and
that’s appropriate. That’s appropriate.
That’s their due, given the results of
last November.
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However, what we’ve seen recently
has buried any guise of bipartisanship.
And, in fact, the last 2 weeks have been
astounding and actually point to more
astounding activities over the next 10
days.

The SCHIP bill, the State Children’s
Health Insurance Plan, which was
adopted in a bipartisan way 10 years
ago, is up for reauthorization; and now
this new majority plans in a unilateral
and anti-bipartisanship way to cut
Medicare to aid State bureaucracies;
cut Medicare and give that money to
State bureaucracies in an anti-bipar-
tisan way.

The flood insurance bill we’ve got in
the committee right now that passed
last year never got through the Senate
but passed the House last year. It
passed, over 400 individuals to 4. And
now we have in our committee today
an anti-bipartisan bill that belies any
attempt at bipartisanship by the other
side.

And then the farm bill that was al-
luded to by my good friend from Geor-
gia just a little bit ago. This farm bill
that’s going to be on the floor appar-
ently tomorrow or today, depending on
when the majority decides to bring it,
came out of committee virtually
unanimously, virtually unanimously,
both sides of the aisle, bipartisan. And
yet over the past 24 hours what we
have seen is an anti-bipartisan bill that
puts in that bill a tax increase of $7.5
billion.

Mr. Chairman, you remember the $7.5
billion that I mentioned before.

So this amendment before us today is
an amendment to reduce the increase
from 3.1 percent over last year’s bill to
1.6 percent. So it would take that re-
duction in the increase and would uti-
lize $750 million a year, or $7.5 billion
to, attribute to the farm bill that
would then make it so there wouldn’t
have to be any tax increases that my
friends on the other side so love, but
there wouldn’t have to be any tax in-
creases for that portion of the farm
bill.

This is a fiscally responsible way.
This is the kind of flexibility that I be-
lieve our constituents desire when they
ask Congress and they ask Washington
to be responsive to their needs, to re-
spect their pocketbook, to make cer-
tain that they are able to keep more of
their hard-earned money and not be
subject to the kind of remarkable tax
increases that we’ve seen by the other
side of the aisle.

So I would encourage my colleagues
to adopt this amendment, utilize those
extra monies that the majority is so
adept at finding, make it so that the
farm bill needs no tax increases what-
soever.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Chairman, I rise to
claim the time in opposition to the
amendment.

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The gen-
tleman from California is recognized
for 15 minutes.
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